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Indirect Restorations Consent: 

Crowns, Bridges, Veneers, Onlays & Inlays

Crowns, bridges, veneers, onlays or inlays are used for many reasons.  They may be needed to repair teeth that have been weakened by decay or precious restorations.  We use these types of cast restoration for teeth that have had root canal therapy and for esthetic improvement.  We may also suggest one of the restorations when we wish to change the way your teeth come together.  My staff, or myself, can explain the specific reason why the diagnosis of a this restoration was needed in your situation.  

Fabricating a cast restoration requires multiple step process.  While it is more time consuming than a filling, it is no more uncomfortable.  I would like to describe the steps involved so that no surprises arise for you:  

1. I will anesthetize your tooth, because we will need to remove some of the tooth structure with a high speed bur and water spray.  The anesthetic will keep you comfortable during the procedure.  You should be aware that your tooth may be sore or uncomfortable for a while after the preparation.  This usually only lasts a short while.  On occasion, the pulp (nerve and blood supply inside the tooth) may be irritated by the preparation process, prior trauma or decay.  If discomfort persists, your tooth may need a root canal, which will be an additional charge.  


2. One of the key steps in making a great cast restoration is the impression of the prepared tooth.  We do this by placing a soft, creamy material in a tray and then place this in your mouth.  It’s very easy and only takes a few minutes to harden.  We then make an accurate plaster model of your teeth for our laboratory technician to make a cast restoration that is crafted specifically for your tooth. 


3. The laboratory fabrication of your cast restoration takes a few weeks.  While you are waiting to receive your new restoration we will place a temporary restoration to protect your tooth and permit near normal chewing.  This is just a short term restoration and is designed to be replaced within a few weeks.  Thus, it is important for you to return when scheduled to avoid decay, gum disease and bite problems. 

4. When you return for the placement of your permanent cast restoration, we will check to make sure it is the proper color and the appearance meets with your approval.  It will be checked for proper fit and bite relations.  Then it will be cemented onto your tooth.  It may be necessary to make additional adjustments to your bite before you are totally comfortable.  Occasionally the cast restoration will feel “too tight” or “different” until you become accustomed to it. 


5. While your crown or other cast restoration is made of materials that are resistant to decay, it is important that you care for it as if it were a natural tooth.  The edges of any cast restoration are still susceptible to decay.  Make sure you brush and floss this area regularly.  This will minimize the chances of decay forming where your restoration meets the natural tooth.  It’s also necessary to keep the gum tissues healthy around your new cast restoration.  
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